Incidence of Staphylococcus aureus for an obstetric population.
The incidence of Staphylococcus aureus recovered from cultures of anterior nares was determined for personnel and patients of an obstetric and a neonatal unit. Among the hospital personnel, 10.2% harbored S. aureus. On admission to the hospital, 4% of the obstetric patients were identified as carriers of S. aureus and only 1.3% of the patients acquired the microorganism during hospitalization. The neonates of these mothers with S. aureus were not colonized during hospitalization. Subsequent bacteriophage typing indicated that microbial isolates were primarily in the Group 1 and Group 3 classifications of S. aureus.